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Colleagues Rebuke Gaza Report’s Author
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By ETHAN BRONNER

JERUSALEM — Three mem-
bers of the United Natiens panel
that investipated Israei’s Gaza
war two years apo rejected on
Thursday an essay written by the
fourth, the former chairman
Richard Goldstone, in which he
retracted the panel's key conclu-
sions, especially that Israel had
deliberately made civilians tar-
gets.

The three — Hina Jilani of Pa-
kistan, Desmond Travers of Ire-
land and Christine Chinkin of
Britain — issued a statement to
The Guardian in London saying
that any attempt to backtrack on
their report amounted to yielding
to outside pressure, and that do-
ing so would deprive the victims
of justice.

Although their statement did
nat refer directly to Mr. Gold-
stone's commentary in The
‘Washington Post or to the issue
of whether armed force was used
intentonally against civilians, it
was nonetheless a firm rebuke of
Mr. Goldstone, and of efforts to
reconsider and even nullify the
report the panel submitted to the
United Nations Human Rights
Council in September 2009, The
teport is headed for the Security
Council and General Assembly
this year, .

“In recent days some articles
and comments appearing in the
press with respect to the report
of the United Nations (U.N.) fact-
finding mission on the Gaza con-
flict of 2008-2009 have misrepre-
sented facts in an attempt io
delegitimize the findings of this
repart and to cast doubts on its
credibility,” their joint statement
began.

“Members of the mission, sig-
natories to this statement, find it
necessary ‘to dispel any impres-
sion that subsequent develop-
ments have rendered any part of
the mission's report unsubstant-
ated, erroneous or inaccurate,” it
said,

Mr. Goldstone said by e-mail
that he declined to respond to his
colleagues’ statement.

His Washington Post essay in-
cluded this broad statement: “If T
had known then what I know
now, the Galdstone Report would
havebeen a different doczment.”

In particular, he satd that what
his panel believed to be an in-
rentional attack on a Palestinian
farnily, gathered by Israeli troops
into one building that was then
bombed, now appeared to have
been caused instead by the fog of
war — a misread drone report
that, he had noted elsewhere,
showed men carrying firewood
that may have looked lke rock-
ets.

Mr. Goldstone, who is Jewish
and South African, said that Is-
raelt military investigations,
while slow and incomplete, were
showing him that civilians were
probably not targets. Meanwhile,
he complained that Hamas had
conducted no internal investiga-
tion of its firing of rockets at Is-
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Richard Goldstone, who led 2 United Nations pane! that inves-
tigated Israel’s war in Gaza, has retracted its key conclusions.

JaM] EE'I'ANH.EUTERS
Hina Jilani and two other
panel members said they
backed the original report.

raeli civilians, that it continwed to
launch such rockets and that the
council should make a point of
condemning those attacks..

He added, “I had hoped that’
our inquiry into all aspects of the
Gaza conflict would begin a new

era of evenhandedness at-the

UN. Human Rights Council,
whose history of bias against Is-
rael cannot be doubted.” )
The biggest compiaints that Is-
rael and its backers had about the

panel’s original report was that it -

accused Ysrael of aiming to kill ¢i-
vitians and that it was too soft on
Hamas,

The statement by Mr. Gold-
stone’s three colleagues shows
that they share none of his sec-
ond thoughts about the report
and that they are eager to.pre-
vent his essay from being used to
cast zside the report entirely, as
the Israeli government and some
members of Congress are hoping
icwdll.

Mr. Goldstone referred in his
essay to a follow-up report by a
panel led by a retired New York
State judge, Mary McGowan Da-
+is. His three calleagues refer to
the same report but reach a very
different conclusion. Mr. Gold-
stone notes that, according to the
follow-up, Israel has begun 400

A rift over a refraction
of a United Nations
panel’s findings.

- inguires into wrengdoing during

the military campaign in’ Gaza,

which it called Operation Cast

Lead, and that much has been
learned. His former colleagues
say, by centrast, that of the 400
inquiries, 3 have yielded submis-
sions for prosecution and 2 have
led to someone being punished,
in both cases with minor penal-
ties.

“Therefore, the mechanisms
that ere being used by the Israeli
authorities to investigate the ind-
dents are proving inadequate to
genuinely ascertain the facts and
any ensuing legal responsibility,
they write, .

“In addition, with regard to the
issue of the policies guiding Oper-
ation Cast Lead, the committee
states that there is ‘no indication
that Israel has opened investiga-
tions into the ‘actions 'of those
who designed, planned, ordered
and oversaw Operation. Cast
Lead! In other words, one™of the

,most serious allegations -about

the conduct of Israel’s military
operations remains completely
unaddressed” - o

The three conclude by :saying
that pressure had been applied to
all members of the panel but that,
unlike My Goldstone, they had
not yielded to it. They say: “Had
we given In to pressures from
any quarter to sanitize our con-
clusions, we would be doing a se-
rious injustice to the undreds of
innocent civilians killed during
the Gaza conflict, the thausands
injured, and the hundreds cof
thousands whose lives continue
to be deeply affected by the con-
fliet and the blockade,

“The report has triggered a
process that 1s still under way
and shovld contipue until justice
is done and respect for interma-
tienal human rights and humani-
tarian law by everyone is en-
sured”

Italian Captive’s Body Found,

By FARES AKRAM

GAZA — A redical, Al Qaeda-
inspired Iglamic group in Gaza
said Thursday that it had kid-
napped an Italian citizen in the
Palestinian territory and threat-
ened to execute him unless Ha-
mas, which rules Gaza, released
the group's imprisened leader by
5 p.m. on Friday.

But early Friday morning, Ha-

mas officials announced that the -

body of the Italian mas, a pro-
Palestinian activist, had been
found.

Palestinian officials said the
Harhas pelice had stormed a
house where they thought the
man was being held and, after a
clash with his abductors, found
his body. The police 5aid he had
been hanged, The Associated
Press reported.

The radical group, known as
Tawhid and Jihad, had released 8
video on Thursday that it said
showed the hostage. The group
described the captive as “Victor,
an Italian journalist” and called
for the release of iis supporters
and other global jihadists.

The International Solidarity
Movement, a pro-Palestinian ac-
tivist organization with foreign
yolunteers in the West Bank and
Gaza, had identified the man as
Vittorio Arrigoni, 36, one of the
movement's activists in Gaza.
Anna Stevens, z representative

Isabel Kershner contributed re-
porting from Jerusalem, and Ra-
ckel Donadic from Rome.
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Vittorio Arrigoni, an [talian
activist in Gaza, was geized by
2 group opposed to Hamas,

of the Palestinianled movement

in the West Bank city of Ramel-
lah, said by telephone Thursday
that Mr. Arrigoni was the man in
the video, and that the move-
ment's contacts in Gaza con-
firmed that he had been kid-
napped.

This was the first kidnapping
of a foreigner in Gaza since Ha-
mas, an Islamic militant group,
took control of the territory in
June 2007, It was likely to embar-
rass Hamas, which has prided it-
self on restering security and
ending years of armed chags in
Gaza

The video, similar to those re-
leased by extremists in Iraq and

16 Officers Arrested in Mexico Deaths

By The New York Times

MEXICO CITY — The authori-
ties have arrested 16 police offi-
cers and charged them with pro-
tecting a criminal gang suspected
of murdering dozens of people
and dumping their bodies in
farmland about 90 miles south of
the Texas border.

The arrests, announced late
Wednesday, suggest how it was
possible for the geng to operate

for months in San Fernando, an

unpopulated area in Tamanlipas
Stare, where people have van-
ished after belng kidnapped from
long-disiance buses,

Security forces said Thursday
that they had now found 145 bod-
ies in mass graves.

Officials said last week that the
discovery of dozens of bodies
might offer an answer to the mys-
tery of what happened to men
who had been forced off buses at
Eunpeint in front of witnesses.

Hamas Says

Afghanistan, showed Mr. Arrigo-
ni blindfolded and being held
roughly by the hair. Only the out-
stretched arm of the hdden cap-
tor was visible.

Mr. Arrigoni was a familiar
facein Gaza, where he was better
known as Victor. He arrived m
the summer of 2008 on the first
boat of activists that sailed here
to protest a blackade imposed by
Israel with Egyptian help. Mr.
Arrigoni had been an active par-
ticipant in demonstrations and
raliies against the blockade. The
restrictions on the entry of goods
overland have eased in recent
months, but a strict naval block-
ade remains in force.

The last foreigner kidnapped in
Gaza was Alan Johnston, a BEC
Gaza correspondent who, was
captured in March 2007 andl held
for 114 days. He was released
without viclence after negotia-
tions between Hamas and his kid-
nappers, who belonged to a shad-

owy radical group calling itself .

the Army of Islam.

Hamas, which won parliamep-
tary elections in 2006, is itself
designated as a terrorist organ-
ization by Israel, the United
States and the European Union.
Tt has crackad down cn smaller,
more radical Islamic groups in
Gaza since it seized control of the
area after a brief, factional war
against Fztah, its secularist rival,

The Gaza leader of Tawhid and
Jihad, Hisham Saidani, was ar-
rested by Hamas's forces in
March.

In a statement released hours
before Hamas announced the
death of the captured man, the
Italtan Foreign Ministry said that
it had been carrying out “the ap-
propriate steps for every inter-
vention to protect our citizen,”

Hamas officials said in a state-
ment that the house that was
stormed Friday merning be-
longed to a member of the group
that released the video. The offi-
cials said one suspect had been
arrested. The A.P. reported thata
peliceman said four people had
been arrested in anather location
in connection with the abduction.
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